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371. AUTHENTICITY IN CONSERVATION PRACTICE

In a world that is increasingly subject

to the forces of globalization and
homogenization, and in a world in which
the search for cultural identity is sometimes
pursued through aggressive nationalism
and the suppression of the cultures of
minorities, the essential contribution
made by the consideration of authenticity
in conservation practice is to clarify and
illuminate the collective memory of
humanity.

The diversity of cultures and heritage in our
world is an irreplaceable source of spiritual

and intellectual richness for all humankind.
The protection and enhancement of
cultural and heritage diversity in our world
should be actively promoted as an essential
aspect of human development.

Cultural heritage diversity exists in time
and space, and demands respect for other
cultures and all aspects of their belief
systems. In cases where cultural values
appear to be in conflict, respect for cultural
diversity demands acknowledgment of

the legitimacy of the cultural values of all
parties.
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Responsibility for cultural heritage and
the management of it belongs, in the first
place, to the cultural community that has
generated it, and subsequently to that
which cares for it. However, in addition
to these responsibilities, adherence to the
international charters and conventions
developed for conservation of cultural
heritage also obliges consideration of the
principles and responsibilities lowing from
them.

Ref: Nara document on Authenticity
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